Y9: The Ninth Grade Year at Upland

Tradition is the heart of Upland’s many programs, and the ninth grade year is among the most important of the School’s

traditions, as the culmination of an Upland education.

The ninth grade at Upland is rooted in the belief that 14 and 15 year olds are ready to take on leadership responsibilities
and act as role models for younger students, opportunities not typically afforded to freshmen in high schools. The
transformation that Upland students experience during their ninth grade year is remarkable and awe-inspiring, The faculty
asks ninth graders to assume so many leadership roles that all students have the chance to be in the spotlight, and the
Upland community at large looks to them to set the pace and tone for the school year. Our ninth grade students embrace

the opportunities and welcome the challenges that go along with becoming leaders. In seizing the opportunity to lead,

confidence and success inevitably follow, preparing them for their future academic and professional careers.

“Ninth grade provides the opportunity for the students to consolidate what they know about themselves and then fo
be able to use that personal knowledge to embark on the next part of their educational career, confident in
themselves and ready to fully participate.”

- Clee Edgar 56, Alumnus & Former Head of Upper School

Y9 - Leadership Opportunities and Signature Experiences

e Leadership Training & Orientation » Founders Day Speech

o Alumni Winter Weekend o International Travel

+ Travel - Bear Creek, Ski Trip  Student Council Leadership

« Ninth Grade v Faculty Games e Yearbook Editors/ILeaders

» The Ninth Grade Speech e Moving Up Assembly & Book Dedication
 Sports Team Captains * Ninth Grade Dinner

+ Admissions L.ead Ambassadors  Graduation
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Y9: The Ninth Grade Year at Upland

Secondary School Placement Process

The Secondary School Placement process begins in the spring of eighth grade, when families are introduced to the
placement timeline and encouraged to schedule initial meetings with the placement team. Upland offers the SSAT
before summer, providing students with valuable standardized testing practice and useful data to help shape
preliminary school lists. At the start of the school year, formal placement meetings are held to finalize school choices
and confirm testing requirements. Beyond the logistics of school visits, applications, and decisions, Upland’s process
emphasizes life skills that extend well past high school. Students practice goal setting and personal reflection, build
resilience, strengthen communication skills (like writing thoughtful thank-you notes), and gain confidence in
networking. Together, these experiences prepare Upland ninth graders not only for a smooth transition to secondary

school, but also for success in the years ahead.

Over the past 20 years, one or more of our graduates have attended each of the following preparatory schools.

Agnes Irwin School
Archmere Academy
Asheville School
Avon Old Farms
Berkshire School
Bishop Kearney School
Brooks School
Canterbury School
Colorado Rocky Mountain School
Cushing Academy
Episcopal School
Frederick Gunn School

Foxcroft School (VA)
The Hill School
Holderness School
Hotchkiss School
Hun School
Kent School
La Salle College High School
TLawrenceville School
The Master's School (NY)
Mertcetrsburg Academy
Millbrook School
Miss Portet’s School

Nortthfield Mount Hermon School
Pomfret School
Portsmouth Abbey School
Proctor Academy

Salisbury School
Salesianum School
Sanford School
Shipley School
South Kent School
St. Andrew’s School
St. George’s School
St. Mark’s School

Tabor Academy
The Taft School
Tatnall School
Thatcher School
Tower Hill School
Ursuline Academy
Vermont Academy
Westminster School
West Nottingham Academy
Westtown School
Wilmington Friends School
Woodberry Forest School

Through their work as officers of Student Council, editors of the Yearbook, captains of sports teams, leads in the plays, and
planners of all school events, ninth graders immerse themselves in Upland’s rich traditions and through these experiences,

they gain the confidence and desire to make a positive difference, not only in their own lives, but in the lives of others.

Y9 — One year makes all the difference!
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